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eContentplus

This project is funded under the eContentplus programme
, 
a multiannual Community programme to make digital content in Europe more accessible, usable and exploitable.
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1.
Summary

This deliverable presents two key elements of the Judaica Europeana Dissemination Plan: the Project Brochure and the Workshop on Digital Humanities delivered at the 9th Congress of the European Association for Jewish Studies.  We report here on their objectives, their content and their distribution/dissemination.

2.
Context and Objectives

The Project Brochure and the first of the Workshops held at a major conference are important tools for the delivery of the Judaica Europeana Dissemination Plan (Deliverable D4.3).  They were conceived and produced to serve the overall objectives of the Work Package 4 on Awareness and Dissemination:

· To raise awareness of the project and promote its results.

· To promote the JUDAICA Europeana content to the different constituencies across Europe and motivate scholars, teachers and students, cultural heritage professionals to turn to JUDAICA as their primary resource.

· To promote the JUDAICA system and EUROPEANA to a wider group of public and private content owners and to secure the support of Associate Partners that will contribute additional resources/assets to the project.

· To ensure synergy between the JUDAICA dissemination and EUROPEANA

3.
Project Brochure

The Brochure was designed to provide a concise and attractive presentation of the project for distribution at conferences and other events. It was produced well in advance of the due delivery date in order to take advantage of earlier dissemination opportunities. The Brochure was produced in English; other language editions are in preparation by the Project Partners. For a PDF copy of the Brochure, see Annex 1.  A printed copy is enclosed with the hard copy of this Deliverable.

3.1
Structure and Content

The brochure is the size of a DL envelope and can therefore be used as bookmark. It is printed in full colour and is illustrated throughout with images from the Judaica Partners’ collections.  The Brochure conveys  key information about the scope of Judaica Europeana.

The front page displays the Judaica Europeana logo, website address and a headline which communicates in one phrase the nature of the project:  Jewish culture online
Page 2 outlines the mission and scope of the project as an integral part of Europeana, under the headline Judaica Europeana provides access to Jewish culture through Europeana―
Europe’s museums, libraries and archives online
The text explains further that ‘Judaica Europeana works with cultural institutions to identify and digitize content which documents the Jewish contribution to European heritage. The project will provide online access to a vast quantity of objects dispersed in many collections: documents, books, manuscripts, periodicals, audio recordings, pictures, photographs, videos, postcards and posters. This outstanding archive will be integrated in Europeana under the theme of cities. Europeana’s multilingual search engine will enable users to find, view and compare the treasures of Jewish culture.’
Page 3 lists the three main objectives of the project and outlines its target audiences as follows:

‘Judaica Europeana will 
· aggregate Jewish content from the databases of its partners and other Jewish content collections 

· coordinate standards across institutions to ensure interoperability and ensure best practice 

· set out knowledge management tools to enable users to apply vocabularies and thesauri for the indexing¸ retrieval and re-use of the content relevant to their areas of interest.’

Target audiences are described as follows:
‘The audiences for Judaica Europeana are university teachers and students, schools, heritage professionals, family history researchers, tourists and the wider public – anyone interested in the history of European cities or Jewish culture.  Judaica Europeana will reach out to universities and schools to stimulate research and teaching. The partner institutions will showcase their collections in virtual exhibitions.’
The Brochure concludes by stating the ultimate aim of the project: 

‘Working closely with Europeana, Judaica Europeana will achieve an essential aim of an integrated digital environment: to enable users to search and retrieve Jewish content via a single access point.’
Page 4 (back page) lists the Project Partners and Associate Partners.

A final section refers to information available on the Judaica website and provides a contact address for inquiries.  Picture credits, the logo of Europeana, the acknowledgement and logo of the European Commission eContentPlus programme are displayed on this page.
The colour illustrations are extracts from the following images provided by Judaica Partners:
· A film still of the Venice ghetto (Chatzer: Inside Jewish Venice (2004), Citrullo International/EAJC

· 19th Century Sephardic costumes on display at the Jewish Museum of Greece

· Postcard from the collection of the Hungarian Jewish Archives

· Photograph of a Judenstrasse from The J-Street Project by Susan Heller, Compton Vernay Trust and the DAAD, Berlin,  provided by the EAJC

· 1920s banner of the London Jewish Bakers Union, Jewish Museum London

· 1940s photograph of teaching staff at a Jewish school in Paris, Alliance Israelite Universelle, Paris

· 1756 illustrated Hebrew manuscript from Germany, Jewish Museum London

· 1920s photograph of a Jewish street in Warsaw, Zydowski Instytut Historyczny, Warsaw

· 17th century wooden synagogue ark from Italy, Jewish Museum London

3.2
Distribution

The Brochure has been distributed and will continue to be distributed by Partners at a variety of conferences and other events:
· Institute for Jewish Policy Research Lecture, The Key Challenges Facing the Jewish people by the Chief Rabbi Dr Jonathan Sacks, London 7 June 2010

· Europeana UK Conference, Collection Trust, London, 28 June 2010

· International conference at University College London, Warsaw – The History of a Jewish Metropolis, London, 22-25 June 2010

· http://warsawjewishmetropolis.wordpress.com/programm/
· 9th Congress of the European Association for Jewish Studies (EAJS), Ravenna, 25-30 July 2010 (inserted in 400 conference bags)

· Judaica Europeana Digital Humanities Workshop at EAJS Congress, Ravenna, 30 July 2010

· Limmud Jewish Learning Festival, Frankfurt/Main, 29 August 2010

· http://limmud-tag.de/frankfurt/programm-frankfurt/
· Annual Conference of the British Association for Jewish Studies, University of Southampton, 5-7 September 2010

· Annual Conference of the Association of Jewish Collections in German speaking-countries, (Jahrestagung AG Jüdische Sammlungen), Heidelberg, 14 September 2010

· On-going display at Judaica Partners’ institutions and events
Forthcoming distribution October-November 2010:

· Europeana Germany Conference, National Library, Berlin, 4-5 October 2010

· Europeana Open Culture Conference, Amsterdam, 14-15 October 2010

· Polish Digital Libraries Conference 2010: Europeana Day, Poznan, 19 October 2010
· European Conference of Jewish Community Centres, London, 24-26 October 2010

· Association of European Jewish Museums Annual Conference, Rome, 20-23 November 2010
· Public Lecture at the National Library of Israel, Jerusalem, 15 November 2010

· Judaica Europeana Conference within EVA-MINERVA Conference, Jerusalem, 16 November 2010

· Institute for Polish-Jewish Studies Annual International Conference, London on The Jews of Krakow, November 2010

4.
First Workshop at a Major Conference

4.1
Specific Context and Objectives

Judaica Europeana’s Workshop on Digital Humanities was held on 30 July 2010 on the Ravenna University Campus at the 9th Congress of the European Association of Jewish Studies. This is a major 5-day international conference, which takes place every 4 years and attracts scholars in Jewish studies from all over Europe, USA and Israel.  The ultimate aims of the Workshop were to promote the project and to stimulate the use of Judaica digitized materials by its principal target audience – the academic community.

The specific objectives of the Workshop were to introduce Jewish studies scholars to the repertoire of digital tools that are available on the Web for research, teaching and dissemination of academic work. 

Two aspects of the digital world are especially significant in this context: the convergence between the Open Access movement, which aims at making documents more accessible to humans, and the Semantic Web initiative, which aims at making data and metadata more accessible to computers.  The range of available tools extends from applications that perform the basic work of saving citations and recording one's thoughts to data-mining tools that enable the identification of complex patterns.  The tools that were presented at the Workshop included those that are most frequently used by scholars  as well as some new tools developed in the framework of   Action COST A32, "Open Scholarly Communities on the WEB" .  

4.2
Workshop Programme

The Digital Humanities Workshop was co-sponsored by Action COST32 ‘Open Scholarly Communities on the Web’ (COST - Co-operation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research,  an intergovernmental European framework for international cooperation). The Programme was developed in collaboration with Dr Matteo V. D’Alfonso of the University of Bologna.  The Chair of Judaica Academic Advisory Group, Professor Antony Polonsky of Brandeis University, was the academic convenor of the workshop. The Programme is copied below:
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Workshop on Digital Humanities

European Association for Jewish Studies IX Congress

Palazzo Verdi, Ravenna University Campus
30 July 2010

PROGRAMME
9.00 Welcome and introduction: Professor Antony Polonsky, Brandeis University
Judaica Europeana: A New Digital Archive for Jewish Studies 

Dov Winer, Scientific Manager, Judaica Europeana, European Association for Jewish Culture

Dr Rachel Heuberger,  Judaica Collection,  Goethe University Library, Frankfurt/Main 

How Linked Data and the Semantic Web Are Changing Scholarship 

Christian Morbidoni, Net7 (Internet Open Solutions); University di Ancona/Pisa Discussion

Everyday Digital Scholarship: Using Web-Based Tools for Research

An overview of scholarly search engines, tools for collaborative bibliography, dissemination and impact factor 

Dr Francesca Di Donato, University of Pisa

Questions & Answers

Managing Your Project in Digital Humanities 

A quick start guide for setting up an Open Scholarly Community on the Web 

Dr Matteo V. d'Alfonso, University of Bologna 

Questions & Answers

Teaching on the Web.  Panmind as E-Learning Environment for Higher Education 

Professor Roberto d'Autilia, University of Rome  (Because of an air traffic controllers strike, this presenter was unable to travel to Ravenna and his presentation was given by Christian Morbidoni.)

Questions & Answers

13.30
Conclusions and next steps
14.00  Lunch 

4.3
Presentations and Digital Resources Compilation

The Workshop presentations and a comprehensive list of links to digital resources on the web are published on the Judaica Europeana website on the Events page at http://www.judaica-europeana.eu/events.html#ravenna
In the concluding part of the programme, it was agreed that the participants’ details be circulated so that contact could be maintained with Judaica Europeana and future collaboration with the project and among the participants developed further.  It was proposed that another seminar of this kind be organized by Judaica Europeana elsewhere.

4.4
Dissemination

The invitation and the Workshop programme were disseminated widely in advance of this event.  This extensive dissemination effort helped to raise the awareness of Judaica Europeana among the target audience in the academic community.  The dissemination included:

· Direct  emails  in advance of the EAJS Congress to the membership list of the European Association for Jewish Studies across Europe http://www.eurojewishstudies.org

· Dissemination through the H-Judaic list,  which is the worldwide academic Jewish Studies Network list http://www.h-net.org/~judaic
· Publication on the Notice Board of the European Association for Jewish Studies

      http://www.eurojewishstudies.org
· Publication on the Yiddish studies resources website  http://yiddish-sources.com
· Listing  under upcoming events and posting of programme on the Judaica Europeana website http://www.judaica-europeana.eu
· Advance publicity in the Judaica Europeana Newsletter 2010, No.1, which was widely distributed.

4. 5
Participants and Feedback

The Participants in the Workshop included 30 scholars from a number of European universities and other institutions. Their research interests covered a variety of areas in Jewish studies:  Jewish ancient and modern history, Jewish religion, philosophy, Hebrew studies, Jewish literature, Yiddish studies, Jewish museum collections, digitization of collections etc.  For a list of registered participants see Annex 2 to this report.

The feedback received after the Workshop was very positive: the event was described as  ‘eye-opening, inspiring, very useful’.  Two of the participants offered to collaborate with Judaica Europeana to organize similar workshops at their universities. Evaluation questionnaires were distributed and the evaluation report on this event will be submitted as part of the evaluation deliverable D5.2.

5.
Conclusions

The implementation of deliverable D4.5 i.e. the Project Brochure and the 1st Workshop held at a major conference was very successful.  The presence and participation of Judaica Europeana in the 9th Congress of European Association of Jewish Studies in Ravenna last July met fully our dissemination objectives and our expectations.   
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