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1. 
Introduction

1.1
The Purpose of Work Package 2 

Judaica Europeana is documenting the Jewish contribution to the European urban development by identifying content related to the Jewish presence and heritage in the cities of Europe. It  works together with European cultural institutions to provide access to a large quantity of European Jewish cultural heritage at the level of the cultural object. 
In this context, Work Package 2 (WP2) of the Judaica Europeana project is tasked with:

· Content identification and selection by means of auditing, assessing and selecting content to be digitised at the partner institutions collections and auditing in detail the available digitised resources. Establishing an advisory group of thematic domain experts that will support the process of content selection according to set criteria;    

· Surveying the existing metadata schema used currently by the partners and facilitating the mapping of those standards to a common metadata standard; 

· Assessing the requirements for the adoption of controlled vocabularies for Judaica purposes;   

· Producing tools to support the conversion of the partners’ data into the common harvesting format for ingestion into the main Europeana service. 

· Establishing a pilot knowledge management system to support the community of practice of scholars and cultural heritage professionals in the thematic domain area. 

WP2 is in constant cooperation with other work packages in the project. In particular WP2 works closely together with WP3 and WP4: feeding information about standards for their work and relying on information collected by WP3 on digitization of the resources and on IPR issues for use within WP4.
Within WP2 the present deliverable belongs to the following cluster of deliverables: 

· D 2.4 Survey of controlled vocabularies relevant to the thematic domain (M21)

· D 2.5 Semantic interoperability report with representation of selected controlled vocabularies in RDF/SKOS (M21)

· D 2.7 Report on the deployment of the knowledge management system with a pilot focus group (M24)

Deliverable 2.6 reports on the completion of the following tasks:

T 2.3 Content indexing

Content enriched by experienced indexers with metadata aligned to the EUROPEANA metadata requirements using the content indexing and enrichment tools developed by WP3.

T 2.4 Controlled vocabularies survey, adaptation and semantic interoperability application 
Identification and selection of existing controlled vocabularies in the thematic domain area, establishing and disseminating them throughout the domain: 

· Adaptation of the selected vocabularies for JUDAICA purposes. 

· Adaptation of the chosen controlled vocabularies (taxonomies, thesauri and ontologies) for advanced indexing and retrieval of the content and to the semantic interoperability requirements defined for EUROPEANA (their representation in RDF/SKOS). With support of the technical WP3. 

1.2
Overview of the deliverable

This deliverable is the outcome of the ongoing work processes within Judaica Europeana and especially between the content providing partners. It is based on the deliverables provided to the European Commission, i.e. the Audit report on Judaica content including metadata, first version of April 2010
,  the First report of content metadata alignment with Europeana requirements,version of December 2010
 and the Audit report on Judaica content including metadata, final version of June 2011.
 The deliverable is the result of content identification and selection of resources that belong to the thematic domain “Jews in European Cities” and have been identified by the Judaica Europeana partners in their respective collections according to the jointly agreed guidelines and on the basis of a survey carried out. These resources will provide online access to a wide range of objects, documents, books and other artefacts on the theme of “Jews in European Cities”. 
These collections are described in the grant agreement for the targeted project Judaica Europeana, Jewish Urban Digital European Integrated Cultural Archive, in chapter 4.1, Description of Work and are described in this deliverable under No.2.3 and No. 2.4 (pp. 6-7). 
  
The first part of this report summarizes the results of the Judaica Europeana survey that was carried out by the partners in order to provide an accurate appraisal of the current position concerning Judaica content identification and metadata alignment. The survey asked the partners to show in detail the resources to be digitized at the beginning of the project and the material already digitized and selected for ingestion into Europeana in the course of the project. 

The second part of this report summarizes the results of the survey regarding metadata alignment and gives detailed and accurate information about the metadata schema used in the partners’ institutions and their adaptation to Europeana requirements. The metadata mapping schema on page 11 gives a detailed list of metadata alignment and their mapping to ESE, thus conforming to EUROPEANA requirements. 
The third part of this report lists the existing metadata standards that are in use within the partners institutions today. It deals with their compatibility within the Web architecture of Europeana. The exposition of key standards being used by various types of institutions represented by the partners, reflects the multiplicity of standards and wide range of metadata alignment being practiced. Thus the partners’ institutions, being a mix of archives, libraries and museums with Judaica content, are characterised by a large diversity of standards. 

Intensive exchanges have taken place between the partners during Work Package meetings and in the intervals between meetings, regarding the evaluation of proposed metadata systems and the ongoing work experience in identifying the content for digitization as well as aligning the metadata according to standards and adapting them to Europeana requirements. 

From the first project meetings, it became evident that the work to be outlined in deliverable 2.6 had to be anticipated, otherwise the objective of WP 2, identifying a critical mass of cultural heritage rexources in the collections of the partners and associated partners and implementing the required metadata alignment with EUROPEANA requirements would have been unfeasible.
At the end of the report samples of the different institutions are shown, most of them already ingested through JUDAICA EUROPEANA into EUROPEANA, some of them still on the server waiting to be harvested. These samples are just a few of the very many texts and objects in the parterns collections constituting an integral part of European cultural heritage and representing Jewish contribution to European urban culture. 

2.
Content Identification and Selection 

2.1 
Investigation of the digital collections

Content identification and selection was carried out in 2010 according to surveys distributed to the partners and associated partners, based on the version of the  survey for D 2.1 Audit Report on Judaica Content including Metadata delivered on April 30, 2010 as well as the amended version of the survey for D 2.2 First report of content metadata alignment with EUROPEANA requirements, delivered on December 31, 2010. Selection strategies were applied by the partners according to the surveys and digitization procedures were established. The questions of the surveys were formulated according to the list of elements defined in the Metadata Mapping & Normalisation Guidelines for the Europeana Prototype, Version 1.2.1, 18/01/2010, Europeana v1.0, chapter 2.1. 
  
The need to further investigate the state of the art of the JUDAICA EUROPENA digital collections for the definition of the ingestion plan (WP3 task) and the compilation of D 2.3 Audit report on JUDAICA content including metadata stating the standards applied by the partners’ institutions as well as for retrieving information for the other WPs activities (IPR, multilingualism, geo-localisation) were the background of the survey launched.

The content providers were asked to review their answers providing detailed information on their collections being digitized as well as those that are already digitized, as stated in the three former surveys for D 2.1 , D2.2 and D 2.3. This action’s aims were to have a clear overview on the metadata standards applied by the participant institutions so to enable ingestion and verify the relevant information for the fields of the ingestion plan (e.g. the subject of the collection, the kind of digital object – text, image, audio, video - the quantity of thumbnails or samples to send to Europeana, if the metadata are aggregated by anyone else, etc.).

2.2
The survey and guidelines 

The content providers were asked to answer the following questions:  

1) 
Which collections have been digitized in this project?

    
Fill in Chart I – Content already digitized

Chart I: Content already digitized  

	Category
	Description
	Fill In 

	Provider 
	Name of institution
	

	Type of Object in detail
	Text - printed or manuscript, in book, periodical, as single page, or Image like photos and postcards, or Artefact like textiles, coins, instruments , or sound records, videos, films ….
	


	Quantity
	State clearly if you mean books, pages, film clips etc Type a separate line for each: 1, 2, 3,
	Example: 1) 1000 postcards

2) 45 pages of letters … 

	Format and Quality 
	In relevant cases like images, films or sound records specify: JPEG, MPEG. HTML etc.
Quality: Resolution, sampling rate, colour/grey scale, etc  
	

	IPR - 
	Only public domain  
	


2)
Which collections are yet to be digitized?

     
Fill in Chart II – Content to be digitized 

Chart II : Content to be digitized 

	Category
	Description
	Fill In 

	Provider 
	Name of institution
	

	Type of Object in detail
	Text: printed or manuscript, in book, periodical, as single page, or Image like photos and postcards, or Artefact like textiles, coins, instruments, or sound records, videos, films ….

 
	

	Quantity
	State clearly if you mean books, pages, film clips, etc. For each, type a separate line

1, 2, 3,
	Example: 1) 1000 postcards

2) 45 pages of letters … 

	Format and Quality 
	In relevant cases like images, films or sound records, specify: JPEG, MPEG. HTML, etc.  

Quality: Resolution, sampling rate, colour/grey scale, etc  
	

	IPR - 
	Only public domain  
	


2.3 
Survey of the content already digitized

Audit, assessment and selection of content digitized by the partners 

The detailed results of the survey show the vast range of material digitized in this project and document the progress made in the course of this year, showing that all the institutions have already carried out most of the planned digitization work. Thus more than one million of pages of texts and thousands of images, with an impressive number of photos, are in digital form, ready be uploaded to Europeana at a chosen date. They include books, valuable manuscripts and archival material as well as a wide range of objects, including textiles, coins, personal and religious objects. These texts and images have all been digitized according to Europeana standards. 
The institutions represented are libraries, archives and museums and thus the material comprises all categories of objects according to the 4 types of Europeana classification: Images, text, sound and video. 
Text is prevalent, as all the institutions, including the museums, possess precious manuscripts, books and documents that constitute primary resources for documenting the Jewish past in European cities.

Thus not only the libraries (The Judaica Collection of the Frankfurt University Library, the Library of the Alliance Israélite in Paris and the Palatine Library in Parma) and archives (Hungarian Jewish Archive, Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw, Venice State Archives), but also the museums (Jewish Museum of London, Jewish Museum of Greece) have texts that will be digitized. 

Photographic collections, art objects, paintings and illustrations – counted as images - are the second largest category of objects being digitized. They are part of the collections in the museums, as well as in the archives.

Audio material is being held by the Medem Library who has a large collection of records of Yiddish songs, as well as by the Jewish museum in London. The aggregation of the Centre Français des Musiques Juives in Paris resulted in the addition of a collection of 14,000 sound recordings, some of these rare, some even unique, such as the 78 rpm discs issued in the late 1940s.
The category of video is being represented by 8 films in the collection of the Alliance Israélite Universelle.        

2.4 
Survey of the content to be digitized 

Most of the collections have been digitized in the course of this project. However some collection parts of difficult or fragile material are still in the process of being restored and will be digitized in the coming months. In some institutions additional material has been found that will be digitized and added to JUDAICA content.

3.
Metadata Survey and Alignment 

3.1
The Survey and Guidelines 

The content providers were asked to answer the following questions:  
3)
What Metadata Scheme is currently applied in your institution?

    
Does the Metadata Scheme fulfil the minimum set of Metadata Elements?
    
Fill in Chart III – Minimum Set of Metadata 

Chart III – Minimum Set of Metadata 

	Category 
	 Description 
	Fill in 

	Provider
	Name of Institution
	

	Standard Metadata  
	Do Standard Metadata (like  Dublin Core, CDWA, MARC) exist? 
	

	If you do not use Standard Metada, please specify if the mandatory categories are provided
	
	

	Object Identification  - Title 
	Basic information about the object:

Library : Title of book

Museum: Name of object

Archive:  Title of item or file 
	

	Alternative Title 

If applicable 
	Example: original title of translated book: Le vent des Khazars <dt.> (Der Messias Code) by M. Halter
	

	Creator 
	Author or editor or  association, community
	

	Contributor 
	Could also be producer/ manufacturer 
	

	Date 
	Publication or production date 
	


Additional Europeana Elements
4)
Do you provide additional Metadata? 

    
please specify in the following chart.

Chart IV Expanded elements – recommended
	Coverage 
	Geographical or periodical definition – similar to subject e.g: photo of Rome  
	

	Description 
	Text: number of pages of book, number of illustrations, size, etc

Object: Material, colours, 
	

	Is Part of 
	Relation  - e.g.  letter that is part of collection  
	

	language
	Language of the text of the digital object
	

	Publisher
	
	

	Source 
	Content holder like British Library, Louvre …

The institution that aggregates=submits the data to Europeana is held under provider.

If source and provider are identical, than use provider
	

	Subject
	Topic, people, places 
	

	Type
	Information about type of object – carving, pressing, or material like wood
	

	Record ID 
	Signature of the book, files

Inventory Number of objects… 
	


Additional Elements

	Format
	File Format of digitised object like text
	

	Extent 
	= refinement of format, e.g. size of original object
	

	Medium 
	Material of original object, similar to type
	

	Provenance
	History of ownership or custody
	


5) 
Which Vocabularies, if any, do you use for Subject description, for ex. LoC Subject Heading, Name Authority Files …?

6) 
Does your Metadata System have the capability to export files into XML files?
3.2
Results of Survey Metadata Alignment with EUROPEANA requirements 

The following chart shows the metadata indexed by the partners’ institutions and mapped to the  ESE standard. The categories are based on the list of elements defined in the Metadata Mapping & Normalisation Guidelines for the Europeana Prototype, Version 1.2.1, 18/01/2010, Europeana v1.0, chapter 2.1, as referred to on page 5 of this report.
 
The content has been enriched with metadata alignment according to the requirements defined for EUROPEAN, so that the existing metada do enable efficient mapping by the content providers to Europeana according to standards. Content indexing and enrichment have been carried out with tools developed by WP3.

Metadata mapping schema 
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Explanation: 

The left column documents the metadata set in expanded form, listing all elements that have been indexed by the institutions. The right column documents the metadata set of ESE, highlighting in red the minimum set of metada. As can be seen clearly, all the collections provided by the partners and associated partnes are with metadata alignment conforming to ESE in expanded form.    

4.
Standards of Metadata Schema

The purpose of this chapter is to present the range of relevant standards in existence in the different types of institutions (libraries, archives and museums) that take part in Judaica Europeana. These metadata standards differ in their structure, but are all based on the general format of Describing Standard Dublin Core (DC) and thus will all provide metadata for Europeana and enable access to cultural heritage in Europe. The need for adaptation of these accepted metadata schemes, the alignment of the metadata schemes to the digital objects, their management and implantation are integrated in the regular workflow. Furthermore, the use of controlled vocabularies underlying the metadata schemes will support the visibility of Jewish cultural heritage in Europeana and improve substantially the results provided by Judaica Europeana.     

4.1
Describing Standards

The general format of describing standard is a Dublin Core (DC) derived format .9 out of the 15 DC elements used in the descriptions.

These elements are: 

	Title
	The name (or names) under which the standard is known. In most cases both the abbreviated and the full name is listed.

	Creator
	The name of the organisation or individual who originally created the standard.

	Publisher
	The name of the organisation that makes the standard publicly available.

	Date
	The date on which the standard was originally published.

	Identifier
	A number or other identifier under which standard is published or a URL which points to the definition of the standard.

	Rights
	Whether rights restrictions, e.g. patents, apply to the standard.

	Description
	A textual description explaining the standard and its usage.

	Subject
	Keywords that identify the nature of the standard.

	Relation
	Other standards that this standard relates to and associated websites.


4.2
Information schemes (metadata)

Most of the standards listed below define descriptive metadata. They focus on recording information about resources: manuscripts, books, archival material, museum objects such as art objects, costumes, coins etc. in the different types of institutions

The descriptions have been divided according to the types of institutions from a particular cultural domain: 

· Library specific; 

· Archive specific; 

· Museum specific. 

4.2.1 
Library specific

MAB2

	Title
	MAB2

	
	Maschinelles Austauschformat für Bibliotheken 
(Automated Library Exchange Format)

	Creator
	Deutsche Nationalbibliothek

	Publisher
	Deutsche Nationalbibliothek

	Date
	2001

	Identifier
	http://www.d-nb.de/standardisierung/txt/titelmab.txt [bibliographic data (MAB-TITEL)]

	Rights
	Deutsche Nationalbibliothek

	Description
	The machine exchange all data generated within a library environment (bibliographic, authority and local data).

	Subject
	bibliographic description

	Relation
	http://www.d-nb.de/eng/standardisierung/formate/mab.htm 
(German National Library MAB web page)


MARC

	Title
	MARC

	
	Machine-Readable Cataloguing

	
	MARC 21 Concise Format for Bibliographic Data

	Creator
	Network Development and MARC Standards Office of the Library of Congress

	Publisher
	Library of Congress

	Date
	2002 (updated)

	Identifier
	http://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/ecbdhome.html 

	Rights
	[Open Standard]

	Description
	Standard for the representation and communication of bibliographic information in machine-readable form.

	Subject
	bibliographic description

	Relation
	http://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ecadhome.html (authority information)

	
	http://www.loc.gov/marc/holdings/echdhome.html (holdings data)

	
	http://www.loc.gov/marc/classification/eccdhome.html (classification data)

	
	http://www.loc.gov/marc/community/eccihome.html (community data)

	
	ISO 2709


4.2.2
Archive specific

EAD

	Title
	EAD

	
	Encoded Archival Description

	Creator
	Encoded Archival Description Working Group of the Society of American Archivists

	
	Network Development and MARC Standards Office of the Library of Congress

	Publisher
	Society of American Archivists

	Date
	2002

	Identifier
	ftp://ftp.loc.gov/pub/ead/ead.dtd (DTD)

	
	http://www.loc.gov/ead/ead.xsd (W3C schema)

	Rights
	Copyright Society of American Archivists.

	
	[Open Standard]

	Description
	DTD and schema for the encoding archival finding aids. Also used to describe collections (collection description).

	Subject
	archive description

	
	collection description

	
	document encoding

	Relation
	http://www.loc.gov/ead (EAD website)


ISAD(G)

	Title
	ISAD(G)

	
	ISAD(G): General International Standard Archival Description, Second Edition

	Creator
	Committee on Descriptive Standards (ICA/CDS) (adopter)

	Publisher
	International Congress on Archives (ICA)

	Date
	2000

	Identifier
	0-9696035-5-X (ISBN)

	
	http://www.ica.org/sites/default/files/isad_g_2e.pdf 

	Rights
	Copyright International Congress on Archives

	Description
	General rules for archival description that may be applied irrespective of the form or medium of the archival material. The rules accomplish these purposes by identifying and defining twenty-six (26) elements that may be combined to constitute the description of an archival entity.

	Subject
	archive description

	Relation
	http://www.ica.org (ica website)


ISAAR (CPF)

	Title
	ISAAR (CPF)

	
	ISAAR (CPF): International standard archival authority record for corporate bodies, persons and families, Second Edition

	Creator
	ICA Committee on Descriptive Standard (preparer)

	Publisher
	International Congress on Archives (ICA)

	Date
	2004

	Identifier
	2-9521932-2-3 (ISBN)

	
	http://www.ica.org/sites/default/files/ISAAR2EN.pdf 

	Rights
	Copyright International Congress on Archives

	Description
	General rules for the establishment of archival authority records that describe the corporate bodies, persons, and families that may be named as creators in descriptions of archival documents.

	Subject
	archive description

	Relation
	http://www.ica.org (ica website)


4.2.3
Museum specific

CDWA

	Title
	CDWA

	
	Categories for the Description of works of Art

	Creator
	Art Information Task Force

	Publisher
	Getty Research Institute

	Date
	1990

	Identifier
	http://www.getty.edu/research/institute/standards/cdwa/index.html

	Rights
	Getty Research Institute

	Description
	Describes the content of art databases by articulating a conceptual framework for describing and accessing information about objects and images. They identify vocabulary resources and descriptive practices that will make information residing in diverse systems more compatible and more accessible. They also provide a framework to which existing art information systems can be mapped and upon which new systems can be developed.

	Subject
	documentation (museum)

	Relation
	http://www.getty.edu/research/conducting_research/standards/cdwa/cdwalite.html (CDWA Lite)


museumdat

	Title
	museumdat

	Creator
	Fachgruppe Dokumentation im Deutschen Museumsbund

	
	Institut für Museumsforschung SMB-PK

	
	Zuse-Institut Berlin

	Publisher
	Fachgruppe Dokumentation im Deutschen Museumsbund / Institut für Museumsforschung SMB-PK / Zuse-Institut Berlin

	Date
	2006-2007

	Identifier
	http://museum.zib.de/museumdat/museumdat-v1.0.xsd 

	Rights
	Copyright FG Dokumentation im Deutschen Museumsbund / Institut für Museumsforschung SMB-PK /Zuse-Institut Berlin

	Description
	A harvesting format (XML schema) optimized for retrieval and publication, meant to deliver automatically core data to museum portals.

	Subject
	description (cultural object)

	Relation
	http://museum.zib.de/museumdat/museumdat-v1.0-en.pdf (documentation)

	
	http://www.museumdat.org/index.php?ln=de&t=home (German website)

	
	http://www.museumdat.org/index.php?ln=en (English website)


Object ID

	Title
	Object ID

	Creator
	Thornes, Robin (et al)

	Publisher
	J. Paul Getty Trust

	Date
	1999

	Identifier
	http://www.object-id.com/guide/guide_index.html 

	Rights
	Copyright The J. Paul Getty Trust. All rights reserved

	Description
	Standard for describing cultural objects. Developed through the collaboration of the museum community, police and customs agencies, the art trade, insurance industry, and valuers of art and antiques.

	Subject
	description (cultural object)

	Relation
	http://www.object-id.com/checklist/check_eng.html (checklist)


5.
Conclusions

5.1
Content already digitized 

The survey has shown that the digitization process has been carried out by all partner institutions according to the schedule laid out in D 2.1 and that an efficient work process has been successfully established. So far more than one million pages of texts and thousands of images as well as an impressive number of thousands of audio resources, are available in digital form, aligned with metadata according to EUROPEANA requirements. All institutions use metadata systems and export parameter that are compatible with the data transfer to EUROPEANA. Part of the digital collections and content metadata have been successfully ingested in EUROPEANA, many more are ready to be uploaded to EUROPEANA at a chosen date.

Judaica Europeana will be able to present a vast range of interesting objects of Jewish cultural heritage. The institutions represented are libraries, archives and museums and thus the material comprises all categories of objects according to the 4 types of Europeana classification: Images, text, sound and video. 
The detailed results of the survey give an account of the progress made in the course of the project, showing that all the institutions have already carried out most of the digitization work. The digitized objects include books, valuable manuscripts and archival material as well as a wide range of objects, including textiles, coins, personal and religious objects. Remarkable is the enourmous amount of audio resources supplied by JUDAICA EUROPEANA as for the date of September 22, 2011, amounting to more than 50 % of the records. Out of the overall 300.000 sound records in EUROPEANA, JUDAICA EUROPEANA aggregated more than 5 %, i. e. 18.000 files as a large audio collection. All these resources have been digitized according to EUROPEANA standard. Through aggregation of an additional partner AKADEM, an organization for the distribution of Jewish culture trough new technolgoies and multimedia, the category of video was enlarged considerably and contains many more video conferences than the original film examples in the collection of the Alliance Israélite Universelle. 

5.2
Content to be digitized

The survey has shown that partner institutions are continuing to digitize minor parts of their collections which have been found to be in difficult condition. In some institutions additional material has been found that will be digitized and added to JUDAICA content. 

5.3
Metadata Survey

The metadata survey has shown that institutions differ regarding the elements being indexed. However in all institutions metadata alignment is in a far more expanded form that the minimum set of metadata required. A comparison of the standards of metadata schema accepted internationally with the current metadata systems used by the partner institutions providing content to Judaica Europeana shows that while most of the partners use standard metadata schema, others use in-house solutions. These particular solutions are however  compatible with Dublin Core (DC), that has been used extensively as a ‘minimum’ metadata standard for resource discovery, most notably with Europeana itself. Thus content metadata alignment is according to ESE (European Semantic Elements) and the individual metadata schema can be easily mapped to the EUROPEANA data model. 

5.4
Use of Controlled Vocabulary

The aim of implementing a set of standard descriptive metadata scheme is to achieve the best results for access to the digital images of the objects presented in Judaica Europeana. In the same way, an implementation of a controlled vocabulary is needed in order to facilitate the best possible results when searching the relevant information.
 Therefore  controlled vocabularies suitable for Jewish cultural heritage that are part of a normative vocabulary like VIAF (Virtual International Authority File), defining personal names (a project of the national libraries in connection with OCLC) have been tested for their benefits for Judaica Europeana.
 A detailed list of controlled vocabularies suitable for Judaica collections is the content of the deliverable D 2.4 Survey of controlled vocabularies relevant to the thematic domain that has been reported at the end of Septempber 2011. 

Partner institutions like the Frankfurt University Library and the Alliance Israelite Universell do already participate in controlled vocabulary through their national libraries. Thus the German National Library (DNB), the Library of Congress (LoC) as well as others, are participating in VIAF or exchanging their data with other national authority files such as the French RAMEAU.
 The Israeli National Library will cooperate with its database in order to check the adaptability of VIAF for the Jewish context. Concerning the description of the content of the digital objects such as key words or subject headings, (schemata for identifying the “what” of the objects) there are standard vocabularies that are already in use by some of the partner institutions. The museums use the vocabulary developed by the Getty trust as basis for key words.
 The identification of places related to Jewish life is an especially difficult task, as the locations have to be fixed in their variety of names, spellings, languages and historical context. However there are some data sources for geographical information – general and specific Jewish - that have to be tested more extensively for use in context to specific Jewish content. There is a variety of general geographical thesauri, like NGA GEOnet Names Server (GNS), Open Geospatial Consortium, (OGC) or GeoNames and a few vocabularies for Jewish-related information like JewishGen or Yad Vashem.
  

5.5
Future work of WP 2  

In the remaining few months of the project WP2 will therefore monitor closely the implementation of controlled vocabularies relevant to the thematic domain and assist content providers within their institutional setting. Regarding the use of controlled vocabularies, these have to be tested for their quality, international acceptance and simplicity in handling.
The semantic operability with representation of selected controlled vocabularies in RDF/SKOS will have to be checked and their feasibility tested. The quality of the metadata record, its content and structure, will have a great impact on the effectiviness of the access to the offered material.   Search results will be improved and the effectiveness of Judaica Europeana increased through the mapping of metadata between major metadata standards, aligned to the Europeana Semantic Elements (ESE), as well as Judaica specific vocabularies. 
WP2 is following the development of the EDM, European Data Model that will be implemented in the next edition of Europeana.
 The new model enables the uploading of  metadata with all the information gathered by the provider, according to the provider’s intention rather than cutting it down and thus flattening it to a restricted schema as is the case at present.  

WP2 is seeking to prepare Judaica Europeana to benefit from this new model. It is presently checking the feasibility of publishing a database of documents about the Jewish Enlightenment as Linked Data. If this pilot proves feasible, it may pave the way for additional upload of Jewish content to Europeana making full use of the EDM facilities. 

The deployment of the knowledge management system with a pilot focus group has started successfully. A database of documents about the Jewish Enlightenment as Linked Data has been installed, that will offer an innovative tool of metadata reference for Judaica Europeana. A Semantic Media Wiki (SMW) has been initiated and applied to a database containing the Haskala Republic of Letters Research Project, developed by a combined German-Israeli research team at the Tel-Aviv and Bar-Ilan Universities in Israel. This database will provide controlled vocabulary and mapping options for the specific content of Judaica Europeana according to the EDM model, thus implementing controlled vocabulary as the precondition of semantic interoperability applications. This project will thus substantially improve the ease with which users can make use of the Jewish content in Europeana, realizing the potential of the EDM facilities
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Page of the collection of Hebrew rare books of the Bibliotheca Palatina 

Judaica I: 81 incunabula and 69 Italian editions in Hebrew books of the first half of XVI centuries (excluded Bibles):  57.000 images;
Judaica II: 34 Italian editions in Hebrew books of XVI centurt (among which 4 Bibles): 9.828 images.
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� Grant agreement Number ECP-2008-DILI-538025, version 1. 12. 2009, pp. 10-33.
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� 	The program of actions to implement Standard Jewish Vocabularies isdescribed  in: Dov Winer, Jewish semantics in the Linked Data Semantic Web-Vocabularies, Internal Deliverable ID, Confidential, August 2010.


� 	VIAF – The Virtual International Authority File: http://viaf.org


� 	RAMEAU (Répertoire d'autorité-matière encyclopédique et alphabétique unifié) http://rameau.bnf.fr


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.object-id.com/guide/guide index.html" ��http://www.object-id.com/guide/guide index.html� 
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�  	See Europeana Data Model Primer, version 05.08.2010, http://group.europeana.eu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=718a3828-6468-4e94-a9e7-7945c55eec65&groupId=10605





2/25

[image: image16.png]