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One of the issues that we have at Edinburgh is that our image collections are quite sparsely 336363 %

described. While basic identification information (title, creator, identifier) is always present, s SR e it
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subjects and keywords are not, which makes it very difficult to search the collection for specific O e e i e

'things’ (for example, if you search for a horse, you expect all the images containing horses back! ). N/

One way we thought about tackling this issue was to let incentivised users do the work for us,
tagging the items simply with what they see in the images, thinking from the perspective of a
curious user searching a collection. A free coffee is given away for ten minutes intensive tagging:
gamification and prizes on offer are intended to make an arduous task light, and more enjoyable.
The data they give us is moderated, and then voted on (good or bad), by other users. Once the
metadata item has achieved a net score past the agreed threshold, it is deemed worthy to load
back into the image repository.

We appreciate that the content we get is not of an academic standard, but still very important in i, ey s ki
the context of searchabilty. We are effectively asking the layman to give us the search terms the
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layman would use. We intend to repurpose the code so it can be used for academic research, i
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This has been quite successful for us, in that we have managed to tag a good proportion of our
collections quickly. We could, perhaps, look at ways to do similar things with our data in Europeana.
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