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1. Executive Summary 
 

This report is about the Information Day of the Europeana Newspapers project. It was 

organised by the National Library of Estonia on 15 October 2014.  

 

Already at the very beginning of the project it was decided to hold the event in the end of the 

project, when some of the content is freely accessible for the users and it is possible to 

disseminate real time access. Just before the Information Day, in September 2014, the 

National Library of Estonia imported the first part of the project’s content, 100.000 pages 

OCRed by the University of Innbruck (UIBK) into the local newspaper portal www.dea.digar.ee. 

At that time 48.464 pages of Estonian content were imported via Europeana Newspapers to 

the TEL portal already and were available on European level on 

http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/tel4/newspapers and in www.europeana.eu.  Plenty of 

issues were available online to show to the users and to raise the appetite for the future.  

 

The Europeana Newspapers Information Day was a real chance to introduce the particular 

content and to present the results and the work done in the Europeana Newspapers project. 

 

The main aim of the Information Day was to increase the overall awareness of the project and 

to introduce the availability of the project work results in NLE’s local newspaper portal, in the 

TEL newspaper portal and in Europeana to end-users. 

 

Besides introducing the content itself, partnerships and cooperation between the partners and 

technical issues associated with the content when making the digitised newspaper content 

available were presented. When allowing users to search the text and to identify the articles in 

different newspaper portals, it is important for the audience to understand the technical 

background like the original newspapers often being in poor condition, microfilming issues and 

how these all influence the result of techniques such as Optical Character Recognition (OCR) 

and Optical Layout Recognition (OLR). To illustrate the topic, an excursion to the digitisation 

department was organised for the audience right after the Information Day presentations. In the 

excursion, the actual workflow of newspaper digitisation, the OCR and the process of article 

segmentation were shown. 

 

 

The Information Day received valuable feedback. This can be seen in the large amount of 

media coverage in 2014. 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.dea.digar.ee/
http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/tel4/newspapers
http://www.europeana.eu/
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2. Event Overview 
 

The Europeana Newspapers Information Day took place on 15 October 2014. It was hosted by the 

National Library of Estonia. The event was held in the premises of the Conference Center, in the 

small conference hall, with seats up to 90 persons. 

The Information Day had 3 objectives: 

a) to increase the overall awareness of the Europeana Newspapers project 
b) to introduce the availability and the free access to the project’s results in NLE’s local 

newspaper portal, in the TEL newspaper portal and in Europeana 
c) to promote the importance of digitisation, explain the techniques of OCR and OLR, to find 

voluntary people ready to contribute via crowdsourcing (correcting the text after automated 
OCR while reading the old newspapers) 

 

The preparation for the event started already in March 2014. Regular weekly meetings were 

held from September 2014. It was decided that the main target group for the event were 

historians, researchers, librarians, university teachers/lecturers and journalists. To cover all 

these target groups, one well-known speaker from each target group was asked to give a 

presentation on a newspaper topic, representing the issues and interests in newspapers of that 

particular group. Even more: to raise the publicity and to draw more attention to the event, a 

well-known and very popular „voice” from Estonian Broadcasting News editorial, Märt Treier, 

was asked to moderate the event. Short discussions emerged directly after every presentation. 

After the Europeana Newspapers presentation, where project’s achievements towards building 

the portal of digitised historic newspapers for Europe were presented, an active exchange of 

thoughts took place on how newspapers in different languages could be presented to other 

language-speakers and what can be the role of Google-translate. 

The Information Day was promoted through the social network of NLE (Twitter, Facebook). For 

the Information Day a leaflet in Estonian was published. Additionally an 8-page newspaper was 

published by the Europeana Newspapers project team, using the content from old newspapers, 

particularly replacing the text and/or content while using the old newspaper layout and 

parlance. 

All pictures of the Europeana Newspapers Estonian Information Day are also available the 

project’s Flickr account.1 

Europeana Newspaper chocolates were offered and stickers were disseminated during the 

event.  

 

                                                

1
 https://www.flickr.com/photos/enewspapers/sets/72157649036919400/  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/enewspapers/sets/72157649036919400/
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The first press-release on the Estonian Information Day was sent out on 6 October 2014. After 

that, great interest was shown by different newspaper editors and broadcasting stations. An 

overwhelming list of articles, published in media and interviews broadcasted in Radio and TV 

can be found in ANNEX III: Media Coverage. 
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3. Presentations and Discussion 
 

The day was opened by NLE’s Director General, Janne Andresoo: 

 

 

 

The first speaker was Kristel Veimann, project manager of NLE’s newspapers portal and also 

ateam member of Europeana Newspapers project. She held an overwhelming presentation on the 

newspapers collection, digitisation aspects, the current situation and future plans of the 

newspapers portal in National Library of Estonia.2 

 

Then Ragne Kõuts, a scientist and professor of University of Tartu, Faculty of Social Sciences and 

Education (Journalism, Communication Management) gave a presentation about „Newspapers – to 

whom and why?”3. She is doing research about the behaviour of different newspaper user groups. 

 

The third presentation was about genealogy, titled „Newspapers and Family history research”, 

presented by Fred Puss, a researcher and head of the Estonian BiographicalCenter4.  

 

                                                

2
 http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/europeana-newspapers-estonian-infoday-kristel-

veimann   

3
 http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/europeana-newspapers-estonian-infoday-ragne-kouts   

4
 http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/europeana-newspapers-estonian-infoday-fred-puss  

http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/europeana-newspapers-estonian-infoday-kristel-veimann
http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/europeana-newspapers-estonian-infoday-kristel-veimann
http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/europeana-newspapers-estonian-infoday-ragne-kouts
http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/europeana-newspapers-estonian-infoday-fred-puss
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The fourth presentation came from one of the most well-known persons in Estonian journalism, 

Krista Aru. Her talk was titled „The role of newspaper; from early patriotic mind, the Estonian Age 

of Awakening to the aspiration of national statehood”.5 Krista Aru was speaking about the very first 

attempts of journalism, taking place in Estonia, in 1857 and then the flourishing of the journalism in 

1880. Krista Aru is always very much wanted as a speaker. So it was a real honour to have her 

speaking in the event. Krista Aru gave a presentation without powerpoint slides. 

The fifth presentation was by the historian Aadu Must with the title „Hidden treasures coming out 

from digitised newspapers”. Aadu Must described his work and how valuable is it for him to have 

digitised newspapers accessable online.  

 

The workshop finished with a presentation from the project manager of the Europeana 

Newspapers project at the National Library of Estonia, Krista Kiisa6, titled „Results of the 

Europeana Newspapers project”. This 30-minute presentation gave an overview of the objectives 

of the project, opened the curtains from technical details, explaining the tasks of the partners and 

the workflow of the project. Also guidance was given where and how users can search European 

newspapers in The European Library portal and in Europeana.  

 

 

 

 

                                                

5
 http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/krista-aru  

6
 http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/europeana-newspapers-krista-kiisa  

http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/krista-aru
http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/europeana-newspapers-krista-kiisa
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The Information Day finished with the sneak preview of a 10-minute movie, dedicated to 

newspapers and made by the digitisation department. The movie will be made public by the 

National Library of Estonia later this year. The movie was followed by an excursion to the 

digitisation department, where scanning, processing, OCR and segmentation of newspapers was 

shown.  

And finally it was a good idea to transfer the coffee break to the end of the event. Even an hour 

after the official end of the event, there were still people in the coffee corner, vividly discussing the 

issues related to newspapers. 
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A total of 87 people attended the ENP Information Day. See the list of the participants in ANNEX II. 
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4. Impressions and Insights 
 

The most important task of the event was to raise the interest for the historic newspapers in the 

Europeana Newspapers Browser and the local newspaper portal in Estonia. In the local newspaper 

portal the aim is to convince people to submit for voluntary work such as correcting the automated 

OCR results. There is a great need for better accessibility of digital newspapers. Digital 

newspapers have a big influence on scientific research. Opportunities created by the Europeana 

Newspapers project in The European Library and Europeana portals do have great value, 

especially in its complexity and broad multicultural perspective. These aspects were directly 

mentioned by the audience during the discussion after the Europeana Newspapers project 

presentation. Most of the audience had no or very few information about the resources available in 

The European Library and Europeana before the event. Creating efficient and effective means for 

searching the already digitised resources from all over Europe, available in one access point, is an 

opportunity which gives a powerful overall impression and makes it very easy to communicate the 

idea of digital newspapers via the Europeana Newspapers project, The European Library and 

Europeana. 
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ANNEX I - AGENDA 

The agenda was published on NLE’s webpage in Estonian. The translation into English can be 

found further below.  

 

 

DIGARi ja Europeana ajalehtede infopäev „Ajalehtede päralt on ajalugu!“  

Kolmapäeval, 15. oktoobril kell 11 

Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu väikeses konverentsisaalis 

Moderaator Märt Treier 

 Avasõnad, Rahvusraamatukogu peadirektor Janne Andresoo 
 DIGARi Eesti ajalehtede portaali esitlus, Kristel Veimann 
 Ajaleht - kellele ja milleks?, Ragne Kõuts 
 Ajalehed ja isikuloo uurimine, Fred Puss 
 Isamaalise meele äratajast kultuurrahvaks kasvamiseni, Krista Aru 
 Digiteeritud ajalehtede varjatud aarded, Aadu Must 
 Europeana Newspapers projekti tulemused, Krista Kiisa 
 Põige DIGARi Eesti ajalehtede portaali telgitagusesse, Maie Ristissaar 

Ekskursioon Digiteerimisosakonda. 

Kohvipaus 

Translation to English: 

Digital Archive DIGAR (newspapers) and Europeana Newspapers Information Day „Newspapers 

make the history!” 

http://dea.digar.ee/
http://europeana-newspapers.eu/
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Wednesday, 15. October 11.00 

National Library of Estonia, small conference room 

 

Moderator Märt Treier 

 Introduction, General Director Janne Andresoo 
 DIGAR. Estonian Newspapers portal, Kristel Veimann 
 Newspaper – To Whom and Why? Ragne Kõuts 
 Newspapers and Family history research., Fred Puss 
 Newspapers role. From early patriotic mind, the Estonian Age of Awakening to the 

aspiration of national statehood, Krista Aru 
 Hidden treasures coming out from digitised newspapers, Aadu Must 
 Results of Europeana Newspapers project, Krista Kiisa 
 Behind the curtains (movie made by Digitisation Department), Maie Ristissaar 

Excursion to the Digitisation Department. Newspapers workflow 

Coffee break 

http://dea.digar.ee/
http://europeana-newspapers.eu/
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ANNEX II – LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
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ANNEX III – Media Coverage 

Europeana Newspapers Estonian Information Day. 15.10.2014 

Media Coverage Monitored until 24.10.2015 

 

National Library of Estonia: 

Event homepage http://www.nlib.ee/ajalehtede-paralt-on-ajalugu-2/ 

18.09. news at homepage  http://www.nlib.ee/1-oktoobril-avame-digari-eesti-ajalehed/  

18.09. Twitter https://twitter.com/NationalLibrary/status/512493120231981056 

Newsletter. October  http://www.nlib.ee/1-oktoobril-avame-digari-eesti-

ajalehed/index.php?id=23405#5  

6.10. news at homepage http://www.nlib.ee/rahvusraamatukogu-avas-ajalehtede-portaali/  

6.10. Twitter https://twitter.com/NationalLibrary/status/519119228117348352 

7.10. Facebook https://www.facebook.com/rahvusraamatukogu/posts/721712721211866  

9.10. Facebook https://www.facebook.com/rahvusraamatukogu/posts/722830941100044  

14.10. news at homepage  http://www.nlib.ee/rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-portaali/  

14.10. Twitter https://twitter.com/NationalLibrary/status/521923620801482754 

Special edition. Event Newspaper for readers  http://digar.nlib.ee/digar/show.action?id=209693  

News at Digiveeb. Ministry of Culture http://digiveeb.kul.ee/index.php?id=150285  

 

Echo at newspapers, radio, television, portals: 

portal http://www.kultuur.info/syndmus/portaali-digari-eesti-ajalehed-esitlus/  

portal http://www.looveesti.ee/uudised/34-uudisvoog/3924-rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-

portaali.html 

portal http://koolielu.ee/info/readnews/399637/rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-portaali 

 

6.10. blog http://naistoimetajad.blogspot.com/2014_10_06_archive.html  

7.10. Newspaper Sirp http://www.sirp.ee/s2-uudised/uudised/rahvusraamatukogu-avas-

ajalehtede-portaali/  

7.10. Newspaper Vooremaa http://dea.digar.ee/cgi-bin/dea?a=d&d=vooremaa20141007.2.9.4  

8.10. Võiste raamatukogu http://voisteraamatukogu.blogspot.com/2014/10/huvitavat-

koduloohuvilistele.html  

10.10. Newspaper Postimees http://kultuur.postimees.ee/2948763/rahvusraamatukogu-avas-

ajalehtede-portaali , http://www.w3.ee/openarticle.php?id=1993237&lang=est , 

http://eesti.info/uudised/uudis.php?uid=1862525  

10.10. Newspaper Linnaleht, lk. 2. (in print only) 

http://www.nlib.ee/ajalehtede-paralt-on-ajalugu-2/
http://www.nlib.ee/1-oktoobril-avame-digari-eesti-ajalehed/
https://twitter.com/NationalLibrary/status/512493120231981056
http://www.nlib.ee/1-oktoobril-avame-digari-eesti-ajalehed/index.php?id=23405#5
http://www.nlib.ee/1-oktoobril-avame-digari-eesti-ajalehed/index.php?id=23405#5
http://www.nlib.ee/rahvusraamatukogu-avas-ajalehtede-portaali/
https://twitter.com/NationalLibrary/status/519119228117348352
https://www.facebook.com/rahvusraamatukogu/posts/721712721211866
https://www.facebook.com/rahvusraamatukogu/posts/722830941100044
http://www.nlib.ee/rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-portaali/
https://twitter.com/NationalLibrary/status/521923620801482754
http://digar.nlib.ee/digar/show.action?id=209693
http://digiveeb.kul.ee/index.php?id=150285
http://www.kultuur.info/syndmus/portaali-digari-eesti-ajalehed-esitlus/
http://www.looveesti.ee/uudised/34-uudisvoog/3924-rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-portaali.html
http://www.looveesti.ee/uudised/34-uudisvoog/3924-rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-portaali.html
http://koolielu.ee/info/readnews/399637/rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-portaali
http://naistoimetajad.blogspot.com/2014_10_06_archive.html
http://www.sirp.ee/s2-uudised/uudised/rahvusraamatukogu-avas-ajalehtede-portaali/
http://www.sirp.ee/s2-uudised/uudised/rahvusraamatukogu-avas-ajalehtede-portaali/
http://dea.digar.ee/cgi-bin/dea?a=d&d=vooremaa20141007.2.9.4
http://voisteraamatukogu.blogspot.com/2014/10/huvitavat-koduloohuvilistele.html
http://voisteraamatukogu.blogspot.com/2014/10/huvitavat-koduloohuvilistele.html
http://kultuur.postimees.ee/2948763/rahvusraamatukogu-avas-ajalehtede-portaali
http://kultuur.postimees.ee/2948763/rahvusraamatukogu-avas-ajalehtede-portaali
http://www.w3.ee/openarticle.php?id=1993237&lang=est
http://eesti.info/uudised/uudis.php?uid=1862525
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13.10. ERRi (Estonian Broadcasting) portaal http://kultuur.err.ee/v/varia/fabe9ec3-3f4c-4ef9-

8126-688b5f6bd476 

13.10. newsportal Pilguheit http://pilguheit.com/similar/25388019/portaali-digari-eesti-ajalehed-

esitlus  

13.10. Newspaper Lääne Elu http://online.le.ee/2014/10/13/uues-ajalehtede-portaalis-toimib-ka-

sonaotsing/  

13.10. Newspaper Pealinn  http://www.pealinn.ee/uudised/rahvusraamatukogu-avab-eesti-

ajalehtede-infoportaali-n23140 

14.10. Newspaper Terviseleht. Lk. 2: Rahvusraamatukogu avab Eesti ajalehtede infoportaali (in 

print only) 

15.10. Saku Vallaraamatukogu http://lib.sakuvald.ee/Eesti_ajalehtede_andmebaas_255.htm  

15.10. Blogs.station http://blogs.station.ee/channel/42676035  

22.10. Eesti Kirik http://www.eestikirik.ee/rahvusraamatukogu-esitles-ajalehtede-portaali/  

23.10. BFMi blogi http://bfmlib2.blogspot.com/  

 

Interviews in Radio and Television: 

3.10. Vikerraadio, intervjuu Kristel Veimanniga http://vikerraadio.err.ee/helid?main_id=2369471  

14.10. Vikerraadio, intervjuu Janne Andresooga http://vikerraadio.err.ee/helid?main_id=2377751  

15.10. Kuku raadio, intervjuu Kristel Veimanniga http://www.kuku.ee/?pid=24&nid=13012&lang=1  

15.10. ETV Terevisioon, intervjuu Kristel Veimanniga http://etv.err.ee/v/8edb2e5d-8d24-48af-

9548-1e7b39d73dce  

 

Artickles ordered during the event: 

31.10. Raamatukogu (Journal „Library”) [short news] 

31.10. Õpetajate Leht (Teachers Newspaper) 

Krista Kiisa, Õnne Mets „ Ajaleheartiklid astusid suure sammu kasutajatele lähemale” 

 http://opleht.ee/18724-ajaleheartiklid-astusid-suure-sammu-kasutajatele-lahemale/ 

 

Coming soon: 

19.12. Raamatukogu (Journal „Library”)  [article 4 pages with photos] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://kultuur.err.ee/v/varia/fabe9ec3-3f4c-4ef9-8126-688b5f6bd476
http://kultuur.err.ee/v/varia/fabe9ec3-3f4c-4ef9-8126-688b5f6bd476
http://pilguheit.com/similar/25388019/portaali-digari-eesti-ajalehed-esitlus
http://pilguheit.com/similar/25388019/portaali-digari-eesti-ajalehed-esitlus
http://online.le.ee/2014/10/13/uues-ajalehtede-portaalis-toimib-ka-sonaotsing/
http://online.le.ee/2014/10/13/uues-ajalehtede-portaalis-toimib-ka-sonaotsing/
http://www.pealinn.ee/uudised/rahvusraamatukogu-avab-eesti-ajalehtede-infoportaali-n23140
http://www.pealinn.ee/uudised/rahvusraamatukogu-avab-eesti-ajalehtede-infoportaali-n23140
http://lib.sakuvald.ee/Eesti_ajalehtede_andmebaas_255.htm
http://blogs.station.ee/channel/42676035
http://www.eestikirik.ee/rahvusraamatukogu-esitles-ajalehtede-portaali/
http://bfmlib2.blogspot.com/
http://vikerraadio.err.ee/helid?main_id=2369471
http://vikerraadio.err.ee/helid?main_id=2377751
http://www.kuku.ee/?pid=24&nid=13012&lang=1
http://etv.err.ee/v/8edb2e5d-8d24-48af-9548-1e7b39d73dce
http://etv.err.ee/v/8edb2e5d-8d24-48af-9548-1e7b39d73dce
http://opleht.ee/18724-ajaleheartiklid-astusid-suure-sammu-kasutajatele-lahemale/
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Some examples as screenshots: 

http://www.looveesti.ee/uudised/34-uudisvoog/3924-rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-

portaali.html 

 

 

 

http://koolielu.ee/info/readnews/399637/rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-portaali  

 

 

http://www.looveesti.ee/uudised/34-uudisvoog/3924-rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-portaali.html
http://www.looveesti.ee/uudised/34-uudisvoog/3924-rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-portaali.html
http://koolielu.ee/info/readnews/399637/rahvusraamatukogu-esitleb-ajalehtede-portaali
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http://www.sirp.ee/s2-uudised/c1-uudised/rahvusraamatukogu-avas-ajalehtede-portaali/  
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http://www.pealinn.ee/newset/rahvusraamatukogu-avab-eesti-ajalehtede-infoportaali-n23140  
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